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Appendix C – Correspondence 

Appendix C includes comments received and the associated response.  
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Table A-C. Comment and Response 

Comment Number Response 

C-1.1 This language has been changed throughout the document. However, ‘Superfund Site’ and 
‘NPL Site’ are used interchangeably.  

C-1.2 This language has been changed throughout the document. 

C-1.3 The following discussiong has been added (see page 6) “The prescribed standards for 
water quality stated in the 1989 Record of Decision were revised downward from the 
Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Regulations (ARARs) based on achievability due to 
background conditions, technical impracticability, and cost.  Since 1989, the ARARs for 
some of the chemicals of concern have decreased. As noted in this review and further 
emphasized by the State of Montana Department of Environmental Quality, the federal MCL 
for Arsenic has recently been decreased to 10 ug/L and this ‘calls into question the 
protectiveness of the 20 ug/L prescribed standard’ with regard to Lower Lake, which is 
hydrologically connected to Prickly Pear Creek.  

However, the ROD prescribed standards remain consistent with the remedial action 
objectives.  The adequacy of the established remedial action objectives, under Superfund 
actions, is now superseded by the RCRA Facility Investigations. Lower Lake and Prickly 
Pear Creek are regulated by the RCRA Facility Investigations, and under RCRA, Lower 
Lake’s connection to Prickly Pear Creek and technical practicability’s are currently under 
investigation; therefore, no changes are recommended to the prescribed standards at this 
time.” 

C-1.4 This typographical error has been corrected.   

C-1.5 This language has been changed to state “The East Helena Superfund Site includes 
portions of the community of East Helena, Lewis and Clark County, and Jefferson County, 
Montana (see Figure III-1, General Superfund Site Location in Lewis and Clark and 
Jefferson Counties, Montana).” 

C-1.6 This language has been changed. 

C-1.7 This language has been changed to state ‘approximately 10 miles to the north’.  

C-1.8 The noted reports have been added.  

C-1.9 The phone number has been changed. 

C-1.10 The following discussion has been added (see page 27, paragraph 2). “Copper and Arsenic 
levels remain above the 1989 ROD prescribed standards, but Arsenic levels are below the 
current federal and state ARARs for acute aquatic life. In addition to acute aquatic life 
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standards, the 1989 ROD noted that the prescribed standards were below the federal MCL 
of 50 ug/L.  This federal MCL has recently been revised to 10 ug/L; because of this, the 
State of Montana Department of Environmental Quality notes that this “calls into question 
the protectiveness of the 20 ug/L standard” (see Appendix C – Correspondence). At this 
time, because the prescribed standards remain consistent with the overarching remedial 
action objective of ‘eliminating the primary source of groundwater contamination’, and in 
light of ongoing RCRA Facility Investigations, no change to the prescribed standards is 
recommended at this time.” 

C-1.11 See response to C-1.10. MCLs were not added to Table VII-2.   

C-1.12 This language has been changed. 

C-1.13 Information from the 2004 Year End Report has been included. A discussion of the IEUBK 
has been added (see page 7, paragraph 2).  

 


